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The Operation Areas for Eight Types of Minister Licensed Fisheries
Operated in Japan’s Exclusive Economic Zone and its Adjacent Waters
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Abstract: In the future, offshore wind farms are expected to extend beyond Japan’s territorial waters into its
exclusive economic zone (EEZ), making it necessary to coordinate the use of these waters with fisheries operated
offshore. Accordingly, it is essential to understand the spatial extent of these fishing operations. However, few
documents currently illustrate their operation areas, for example, there are no documents that clearly state the
operating areas for some types of fisheries, or even if there are, the documents are old or not publicly available.
This paper presents a diagram showing the operation areas of eight types of minister licensed offshore fisheries
operated primarily within Japan’s EEZ and its adjacent waters, that have a relatively large number of operators
and are considered to be in high need of coordination of these waters use, primarily based on “Ministerial Order
on the Permission, Regulation, Etc. of Fisheries”.
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