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Trend in the Restriction of Distribution of Marine Fishery Products Contaminated
by the Radioactive Substances in Japan from March 2012 to August 2013
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Abstract: The authors monitored the trend in the restriction of distribution of marine fishery products
contaminated by radioactive substances in Japan from the end of March 2012 to the end of August 2013 in order
to record the recovery process of Japanese fisheries after the Great East Japan Earthquake and the Fukushima
Daiichi nuclear power plant accident. The total number of restricted marine fisheries products in the 6 most
immediately affected prefectures (Aomori, Iwate, Miyagi, Fukushima, Ibaraki and Chiba) increased from 22 to 57
by the end of June 2012 because of the increase in the number of products newly restriction in Fukushima areas
and then remained approximately constant between 55 and 59. The intervention for restriction of distribution was
applied to species in more than four coastal zones such as Japanese black porgy (Acanthopagrus schlegelir),
Pacific cod (Gadus macrocephalus), stone flounder (Kareius bicoloratus), Japanese seabass (Lateolabrax
Jjaponicus) and bastard halibut (Paralichthys olivaceus). The concentration of radioactive substances showed a
gradual decline in most of fisheries items, however, the intervention was not suspended yet as of the end of August
2013.

Key words: marine product, voluntary restraint, distribution restraint, great east Japan earthquake, radioactive
cesium
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