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Preliminary Comparison of Catching Performances of the Sea Urchin
Strongylocentrotus nudus by Divers and Cage Fishing
at Southwest Coastal Area in Hokkaido

Kosei Dotsu™ * , Hirotaka Nomura”, Masataka Ohta”’
and Jiro Saitoh™
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Abstract: To contribute the technique development of sea urchin removal for recovering the algal community on
the coralline flat dominating area in the southwest coast of Hokkaido, we compared the catching performances by
divers and cage fishing. It is found that 1.4-1.6 members of the expert diver, or 2.9-3.6 members of the beginner
diver were required to remove 10,000 individuals of sea urchin in case of a 4 hours’ work/day. On the other hand,
385-1000 cage were required to remove 10,000 sea urchins during a day.

Key words: algal bed, sea urchin, removal method
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