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Seasonal Changes in Age and Fork Length Composition of the Bigeye
Trevally Caranx sexfasciatus in the Waters Adjacent to a Thermal Power
Station on the Western Coast of Kyushu, Japan

Masao Miura**, Masayuki Yamamoto™, Hirohumi Masuhara®?,
Yutaka Yogo® and Yasuyuki Endo™
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Abstract : In order to make sure that the area around thermal effluent outlet of a power station functions
as the wintering ground of the bigeye trevally (Caranx sexfasciatus), one of tropic carangid fishes, seasonal
changes in age and fork length composition of fish shoaling around the thermal effluent outlet of a thermal
power station on a small island of western Kyushu (Nagasaki Prefecture), Japan, were surveyed and
compared with those of fish inhabiting in the fishing ports located in the outside of zone of temperature
rising by thermal effluent in waters adjacent to the power station.

The specimens of the bigeye trevally were collected by hook and line from October 1996 to December
2000. A total of 235 specimens (fork length range: 177 to 543 mm) were caught around the thermal effluent
outlet of the power station almost all year round. By age determination based on the annulus of opercle,
0-age group fish were dominant (69.4%) and 1 to 3-age group fish were also observed.

On the other hand, a total of 59 specimens were caught in the fishing ports. All of them were 0-age
(fork length range: 104 to 208 mm) and occurred during only August to November.
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The results suggest that the bigeye trevally, which is essentially distributed sterilely in this study area,
winters in dependence on temperature rising by thermal effluent and survives for several years around the

thermal effluent outlet.

Keywords : Bigeye trevally, Age, Fork length, Thermal power station, Thermal eftluent
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Fig.1 The bigeye trevally Caranx sexfasciatus shoaling
around the thermal effluent outlet of a power station
in Nagasaki Prefecture, Japan. A, a school in front
of the outlet; B, fish caught by hook and line.
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Fig.2 Location of sampling sites. Site (D, in front of the
thermal effluent outlet of the power station; sites
@-®, in fishing ports on the opposite side of the
strait to the power station.
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Table 1 Sampling record of the bigeye trevally used for
the present study.

Sit Date Number of Range of FL
ite

specimens (1)
@ Mar 4-5, 1997 12 191-236
Apr. 4-5, 1997 24 193-543
May 7-9, 1997 5 200-450
June 10-11, 1997 3 209-364
July 3, 1997 4 261-480
Nov. 19, 1997 7 223-447
Feb. 4, 1998 2 334-405
May 20, 1998 4 201-253
Aug. 10, 1998 2 300-470
Nov. 14, 1998 12 204-252
Dec. 9, 1998 23 218-496
Feb. 25, 1999 20 204-442
May 19, 1999 29 207-418
Aug. 4-6, 1999 14 259-440
Oct. 26-27, 2000 26 187-395
Nov. 16-17, 2000 22 177-390
Dec. 14, 2000 26 203-423
Total 235 177-543
@-®  Oct. 15-17, 1996 5 151-179

Nov. 14, 1998 1 155
Aug. 6, 1997 3 121-133
Sep. 8-9, 1997 8 121-171
Aug. 9-12, 1998 25 120-170
Sep. 7-9. 1998 14 138-208
Nov. 10, 1998 3 104-179
Total 59 104-208

Site (D, in front of the thermal effluent outlet of the power
station; sites @-®&), in the fishing ports located 3 to 4 km
east of the power station.



=S REHELOX N AT VO E R

Fig.3 Opercle of the bigeye trevally in different fork
lengths. A, 193mm in FL, with no ring marks; B,
348mm in FL, with one ring mark; 450mm in FL,
with two ring marks.
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Fig.4 Methods of measuring radii of opercle and ring
marks. F, focus; ri and r, radii of the 1st and 2nd
ring mark respectively; R, radius of opercle.
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Fig.5 Monthly changes in marginal growth index of opercle of different
ring groups of the bigeye trevally caught at site (D, in front of the
thermal effluent outlet of the power station. O, 1-ring group; @, 2-
ring group; [, 3-ring group.



ZHS  BEITELOX AT COFE L R E

Table 2 Monthly changes in number of specimens of the bigeye trevally in each age group.

Sampling  Age Month

Total %

sitc (ycar) Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May Jun July Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dcc.
@ 0 - 13 12 18 28 2 0 0 0 24 38 28 163 694
1 6 0 2 7 0 2 14 0 1 111 44 187
2 3 0 3 3 1 1 0 0 1 2 8§ 22 94
3 - 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 2 5 2.1
>3 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 04
@B 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 28 22 5 4 0 59 100.0

Site (D, in front of the thermal effluent outlet of the power station; sites ®@-®, in the fishing
ports located 3 to 4 ki east of the power station.

Sampling was not conducted at site (D in January.
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Fig.6 Monthly changes in fork length of the bigeye trevally in different age
groups of the bigeye trevally. X, 0-age group caught at site @-® in the
fishing ports; O, @, [ and M, respectively, 0, 1, 2 and 3-age groups
caught at site (D in front of the thermal effluent outlet of the power station.
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